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2. ... Francis felt himself a brother to the sun, the sea and the wind, yet he knew that he was even
closer to those of his own flesh. Wherever he went, he sowed seeds of peace and walked alongside the poor, the
abandoned, the infirm and the outcast, the least of his brothers and sisters.
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4. ... He understood that “God is love and those who abide in love abide in God” (1 Jn 4:16). In this
way, he became a father to all and inspired the vision of a fraternal society. Indeed, “only the man who
approaches others, not to draw them into his own life, but to help them become ever more fully themselves, can
truly be called a father”.
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8. .. We need a community that supports and helps us, in which we can help one another to keep

looking ahead.
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99. A love capable of transcending borders is the basis of what in every city and country can be called
“social friendship”. Genuine social friendship within a society makes true universal openness possible.
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215. “Life, for all its confrontations, is the art of encounter”. I‘_--'1‘,
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