SYMBOL OF COUNTRY

	AUSTRALIA
	The things remind us to keep moving beyond we will never stop removing the boundaries / barriers.  The stars of the Southern Cross remind us  :-

1. that we are made of star dust and

2. that we must never stop dreaming.


	CHINA
	A symbol of unity and the people where the gifts of each is shared and used for the good of the people so as to build peace and harmony.


	INDIA
	Mysticism, asceticism and mountains experience depict the God-centred spirituality of ancient India.  ‘Moving beyond’ is possible only through the path of ‘prophetic mysticism’ i.e. rooted in God’s love through contemplative prayer, flowing into prophetic action for empowerment and liberation.  With this spirit and direction alone the women religious in India will be led to establish unity and love in the country reaching out to the global world.



	INDONESIA
	With hope and courage, we the women Religious in Indonesia commit to work hand in hand to free those who are tied.



	JAPAN
	The DOVES for the “Culture of Life”

Moving beyond the divisions which bring the “culture of death”, we, the Women Religious, want to UNITE our HANDS and HEARTS to bring the REIGN of GOD on the EARTH…. The REIGN of SOLIDARITY, of PEACE and of LIFE !!!


	KOREA
	The circle which is divided into two pieces symbolizes Jesus giving His life to us through the Eucharist.  The red and blue colors symbolize Korea where we are called to move beyond through dynamic movement of Yin and Yang, giving and receiving.  Tow hands symbolize the attitude we need in moving beyond : one hand which reaches out to others, and the other hand which receives the help of others


	MALAYSIA
	Painting I

The fire that bursts out represents God in the midst of all things and all reality. The different colors reflect the different faiths, different cultures, different gifts and personalities but there is unity in diversity, people united in solidarity living in the awareness of God

Painting II

We are called to move beyond ourselves, our  culture… to share, to receive, to collaborate, to network  centred on the light that holds all things together, things are held together when there is a centre but falls apart when the centre does not hold

	MYANMAR
	In Myanmar we have a toy, called “PYIT TAING HTAUNG”.  Even if we throw this toy to the ground, it always bounces back upright.

In Myanmar a person who rises up again in the face of suffering and trouble is like a "PYIT TAING HTAUNG” 

In our country, we have little or no freedom.  There is no political, economic, educational or cultural freedom.  Despite the difficulties this means for us we need to keep on bouncing back and staying firm and upright because of our faith in God who called us to mission in Myanmar.

We need to remember “PYIT TAING HTAUNG” and be resolute in our commitment to the values of the Reign of God.



	NEW ZEALAND
	 In the Southern hemisphere, the star cluster, Pleiadies (or the Seven Sisters) marks the Maori New Year – MATARIK

· A time to let go of what doesn’t matter

· A time for preparing the soil for nourishment

· A time of new beginnings and new life
· A New Zealand fern which is symbolic of unfolding to new life.

	PAKISTAN
	The cracked pot and the ‘Hukka’ and the whole beautiful pot:

Moving beyond….

The cracked pot – all that exists   as negative as religious extremism, discrimination. ‘Hukka’ symbol of brother hood – which is prevalent in the society in religious and ethnic groups. 

So to ‘move beyond’ these to a United Pakistan where we accept one another and all religions with respect and freedom.



	SRI LANKA
	The Post-war situation in Sri-Lanka calls for courageous Religious women to bring Hope and life for ALL.

To go beyond……..


	TAIWAN
	There is great diversity of cultures and religions in Taiwan.  When looking at the future, we feel that only through collaboration among Christians and non-Christians, among people with different faiths or with good will that the society of Taiwan, together with the Catholic Church, may move beyond.


	VIETNAM
	LOTUS

Lotus is symbol of purity which is not influenced by any way of pollution:

Religious should be as LOTUS called to move beyond the muddy environment or social reality in VIETNAM


