RELIGIOUS WOMAN MOVING BEYOND

BHIKKHUNEE   POONSIRIVARA


Poonsirivara was ordained in Sri Lanka and was called Bhikkhunee.

She was a novice or  “ meichi “  of Buddhism  before moving to Sri  Lanka.
Bhikkhunee Poonsirivara narrated the history of Bhikkhunee which according to her during the time of Buddha a long, long years ago, women were ordained to be Bhikkhunee. It was Buddha who initiated and allowed women to be ordained and be given the title of “ Bhikkhunee. “  However in the Indian tradition, the Buddha prohibited the women ordination which somehow affected the practices of Buddhism here in Thailand. It is for this reason why Bhikkhunee here in Thailand  disappear for a period of time. Many went to India and they transferred to Sri Lanka, from Sri Lanka to China moving again to Taiwan , Korea and lastly back to Thailand.
Thai Bhikkhunee started in 1927 by a politician daughter. However,the Buddhist Council here in Thailand especially in Bangkok didn’t recognize their existence because according to the Bhikkhu which is a male counterpart of Bhikkhunee, their ordination was against their law. Nevertheless, this didn’t stop the growing numbers of Bhikkhunee here in Thialand. There were secret ordinations who took place in the provinces. At present, there are six Bhikkhuni Centers present in the country. They can be found in Chiengmai, Rayong, Uthaitanee, Nakorn Pathom, Samutsakorn and  Bangkok. Bhikkhunee carries 311 rules while the Bhikkhu is following 267 rules only. Bhikkhuni in Chiengmai enjoys more of their freedom than Bhikkhunee in Bangkok  There was an ordination of Bhikkhunee in Chiengmai last year which was being opened to the public and was even supported by the bhikkhu. 
Furthermore she said, that after her ordination she knew it by heart that  she will be facing a lot of adjustment and difficulties upon going back here in Thailand. She was very much aware of the status of “ nun “ in the temple which according to her  their main responsibility is only to serve the monk or the Bhikkhu in the temple. They were very much dependent to the monk. The Bhikkhu provides their needs in the temple. Bhikkhunee Poonsirivara cited one experience she had  her first meal  with a monk. Normally, a monk won’t take meal in the same table with a woman. So, they send her to eat with the nuns. She got her food and sat under the tree. People came to ask her and she said that the right place for her is on the same table as with the monks but it is still very far. The following day, she ate closer to them and as the days past by, she takes her meal closer and closer to them. After the meal, each monk washed their bowl and I did the same. They did not show anything against me. I think that if you stay with somebody everyday you become no longer a stranger to the group. You become a part of them.  That was her first exposure with the monks.
Before ordination, I recognized the status of the women in Thailand. I knew what I will face when I come back to Thailand. After three years, I am able to set up Bhikkhunee center in Baan Paew. We plant trees and fruits to gain income to improve the center and to help people who would like to be Bhikkhunee and we also have a spiritual direction center for the people who would like to search more for truth and spirituality needs. There is a plan to participate in community development projects. The schedule of our day is as follows:

4:00
Waking up (doing chanting and meditation)

Go for rounds – asking alms

Breakfast follows

Work in the field

Lunch

Rest

Study and prayer

Break time

Late afternoon work in the field

Evening chanting

Bed time

