INTRODUCTION to the EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATION

OCTOBER 14, 2009

Dear Participants of the 15th Asia / Oceana Meeting of Religious Women 2009, Guests and friends.


Welcome to the opening Eucharistic celebration here at the chapel of Bangkok Pastoral Training Center or Baan Phu Waan, Sampran. Today we open the session of social analysis, exposure immersion, theological reflections and sharing. Our main celebrant for today is His Excellency Archbishop Francis Xavier Kriengsak, assisted by Fr. Maharsono, SJ, Fr. Giovanni, OFM, Fr. Paul, SJ and Fr. Pipat, Css.

We extend our warm welcome and gratitude to you and the other concelebrants and pray that the gifts of the Holy Spirit be upon us all, and that through you, God will lead and guide us to prayer and worship. We open our hearts to encounter God in His Word and experience the breaking of the bread and the transformation of the wine that will nourish us in our life’s journey.


We welcome all of you to today’s Eucharistic celebration with the AMOR XV theme: Jesus Encounters the Syro-Phoenician Woman: Women Religious of Asia – Oceania called to move beyond.

May we who are called to great faith, bold humility and tranquil daring, truly experience Jesus alive. May He give us the grace to move beyond our prejudices, securities from where and what we are used to, and go beyond gender, cultural and boundaries – to tell the world of God’s love. Let us heed God’s call. Let us move beyond.


Please all rise to welcome our celebrants.
