Homily of  Fr.  Augustine Pitoyo, SJ
AMOR XV Day 5
October 17, 2009

When I read the program of your AMOR in the theme of “Moving Beyond”, I was thinking about Martin Luther King, who wrote, I have a dream “Shall we move beyond?”  He thinks, there is the task on he himself and people who are within society.   If it not now, when?   If it is not me, who?  It is a theme we ask when we move beyond.  If we said WE without remembering God within us then we are in the wrong direction because when we said WE means WE in God with God for God. 
We are celebrating St. Ignacio of Antioch today.  He was in the year of 37.   He was one of the disciples of St. John the Evangelist.  One of the greatest things from him is that he gave a theology of martyrdom.   Following Christ or imitating Christ should be until the end including the letters to many races the catholic communities.  One of the letters, talking about the Eucharist as part of their fulfilling his martyrdom because Mass is the sacrificed sacrament.  For him, the Eucharist is the medicine for eternity. So while joining the Eucharist, while attending the Eucharist, while loving to do something as we do like now that we enter eternal life.  It is important to remember him as today is his feast day. He wrote to the Christian at Ephesus, you are all bearers of God, bearers of His Temple, bearers of Christ and so you are  a John with no other ornament than the councils of Jesus Christ. So the ornament that we have, the decoration that we have is Christ not clothing, not jewels not everything but Christ.  If we are having Christ in us then the beauty is from God not from outside.  It is a beauty from within.

Yesterday, the Bangkok Post had title “Beauty Moving Beyond” or “Beauty and Beyond” It is talking about the beauty contest in Thailand for 2009 with the picture of beautiful girls.  What is beyond?  What is moving beyond?  Is it like the Bangkok Post stated about beauty contest? Because I got something from there a little and I would like you to see.  “Moving Beyond according to Bangkok Post for the beauty contest, under this concept the contest of Miss Thailand of beauty contest will search for someone with a good heart as well as brains and looks.  It is asking for pretty face and a perfect figure. Miss Thailand should have the beauty from within. It looks beyond from its eternal beauty. The difference is that, the winner will be crowned with one thousand diamonds and pearls which is worth  a million baht, a trophy, a car and etc. Why? Even though they talked about moving beyond  but it  is still external. What we tried to move beyond is from inside and within. The reason to move beyond must be Christ Himself. Who move beyond heaven in order to reach the earth and to become human to reach death thru suffering beyond, to suffer beyond, to reach out beyond not for the sake for His own will but for His Father’s Will. So we put it in ourselves in the hands of God that’s why this theme is very important. Certainly, when we move beyond we should start with this kind of prayer because we try to move beyond: we ask you Lord to help orient   all our actions by your inspiration so we ask God for His inspiration and carry them on with your gracious assistance, we need God’s assistance so that every prayers and work of ours will begin in you and it will be happily ended.  Moving beyond in God, for God and with God.  When we talk about moving beyond because we are the disciples of Christ, because we are Christian.    Christianity is more than just the sets of belief.  Like the other people, who may believe God and believe in the power of God, it is always a way of living.  A way of living is always moving beyond for the better.  St. Ignatius put it in martyrdom for the greatest glorious of God.  
Actually, each individual Christian, like us here is called for the fellowship of life, love and truth.  

Life…. The question is, are we still alive?  Or we are dead.  If you are still alive then what are we doing now?  

Love… Am I loved?  or do I love others? 

Truth… are we speaking the truth?  Are we looking for truth?

When Jesus said about the salt of the earth and the light of the world as also moving beyond, the light is always moving beyond itself.  It tries to go beyond darkness.  Salt is the same things and when you put the salt then you know the taste.  Moving beyond!

Our mission is to live our life in such a way.  That the Lord, light shines on the world through us.  We are instrument of God, to be the light of the world and the salt of the earth. When we live, God can be seen. When we say the truth then the truth of God can be seen.   When we give life to others then the life of God is there.  That’s why the major challenge for our life is to be aware consciously of the presence of God in our life now.  When we talk about globalization, modernization, we human is the center.  So where is God? Where is truth?  There is no absolute truth.  You can make your absolute truth.  You can find your own way. It is very dangerous.  To be aware of the presence of God the presence of Christ, back again the presence of Christ is in us and is in others, too.   So when we can see Christ in others mean we are aware of the presence of Christ.  Immanuel Livinas talking about philosophy of face,  the face of the others inspiring us to do something to help.  Like when we see the sick person lying down, can we do anything?  His/her face inspiring us to do something.  And we move beyond ourselves to reach these people.  Only those who are aware of the presence of something that is greater than him or her will do something beyond.  
I think of Mother Theresa the model of moving beyond.  First, Mother Theresa is working with Christ, in Christ and for Christ.  The life of Christ in Mathew identify in truth as Jesus Christ said,  “I tell you so for what you have done to the least of my people, you did it for me.  Be aware of the presence of Christ in other to reach out to them.  Mother Theresa of Calcutta, is one of Jesus in those considered as poorest of the poor.  So I think this is very important when we have chosen the reading  from Luke.  We shall come to the young women of Nazareth.  Young woman!  What kind of power comes from young woman if it is not from God?  But how come that  the Creator God entrust this very important task to  a girl like Mary.  That’s moving beyond not only looking on only our weaknesses and everything.  We had the strength from God. This is very frightening for Mary because for her, something new but at the end is MAGNIFICAT … to let your will be done.  So moving beyond  is not we are moving beyond or we try to move beyond but let the Will of God be done through us.   This is the inspiration from God.  
