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วันพุธที่ 14 ตุลาคม 2009
1)
-
Dear Sisters in Christ,
Firstly,  I would like to tell you that I really like the theme of this gathering, this AMOR XV : “The call to move beyond”, from the Gospel of Mark 7:24-30 : “Jesus encounters the Syro-Phoenician Woman”.
-
It’s really a very good idea, to draw our attention to this topic : “Called to move beyond”.

-
Do you know why?.  In my opinion.
-
Because, our God, our Christian God is a God who lives “Beyond  Self”.

-
Because our God is love : “Deus Caritas est”, as Pope Benedict XVI in his first encyclical letter, stated it clearly at the very beginning of his pontificate.

-“The calling to move beyond” is a call to be in relation with others – in a relationship of love – it is the mystery of God’s very life, which is Unity and Trinity.  A One-Triune God, where each one of the three persons lives only for the other.  Where the Father is Father because – out of love – He empties Himself out to the Son. It is where the Son is Son, because – out of love – He empties Himself to the Father.  And where the Holy Spirit is, because – out of love – He empties Himself to the Father and the Son. No one of them exist for himself, but for the other.  Each one in the Trinity “moves beyond”.  And this relational nature “AB INTRA” of this One-Triune God on the other hand, “AD EXTRA”, embraces the whole realm of creation and redemption.
-
God himself is the One, who “moves beyond”.

-
We, Christians, believe in one God, which is not limited only to one person; but one God with three persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

-
Our Christian God is different from that of our Jewish and Muslim brothers.

-
They believe in one God, the Almighty, the All-powerful, the Creator of all things, and that’s all.

-
If we would believe only that, we would still remain in the Old Testament.

-
It is exactly because Jesus called God his father, and taught about the mystery of the Trinitarian God, that the Jews condemned him to death on the cross.

-
God, who is “Love”, is not “Love” only within himself, but his love goes beyond “Self”.
-
He is a God, who opens a dialogue with the whole creation.  His love still went beyond – up to our redemption – through the incarnation of His only Son, Jesus Christ, and the work of the Holy Spirit through the Church.
-
It is this same love of God that empowers all of us Christians to move beyond, to reach out – through our lives – to our brothers and sisters who had not yet experienced the love of God.

-
We Christians, are the first to experience the love of God, through our elder brothers and sisters in faith.

-
We do not believe only in the existence of God.  We do believe also in His Love for us, and we too reciprocate His Love with ours, in two dimensions; first, in doing His Will, to “move beyond our selves” in the dialogue of love with Him.

-
Secondly, in the dialogue of love with our brothers and sisters.

-
Just like Mary, the mother of Jesus, after her experience of the Love of God – through the event of the annunciation of Gabriel – Mary “moved beyond”, saying her “yes” to the Will of God, accepting to be the mother of the Son of God.   Right after that, she “moved beyond” to love and serve Elizabeth, her neighbor.
-
All the mysteries of the rosary reflect on this “moving beyond”.   For example : Mary gave birth to the Child Jesus, and she “moves beyond”, by taking care of Him as his mother, and later on, in giving Him for the salvation of humankind – in the fourth mystery, the presentation of Jesus to the temple, etc.
-
And because of her way of living, of how she followed Jesus as His disciple, Mary became “the Model of all Christians”. Mary becomes our model in following Jesus.
2)
-
In today’s first reading, from the letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians, we hear of “moving beyond”, from the experience of Paul himself.

-
First, the “moving beyond” of God’s love, which Paul called “a gift of Grace from God”, it was given to him by the working of God’s power, and as we know, also through the life of Ananias and the Christians of the early community.  (Act. 9:1-19)
-
Paul, then, reciprocates with his “moving beyond”, in “proclaiming to the gentiles, the unfathomable treasure of Christ”.
-
In doing so, Paul had to cross the religious traditional barriers of the Jewish mentality, accumulated over the years.  They were convinced that they alone belong to the chosen race, the sole people of God, and that they had nothing to do with the other peoples and nations.

-
And the first council, the council of Jerusalem, was called to solve the controversy at Antioch, concerning circumcision, in the tradition and the law of Moses.

-
The Apostles, in unity with Peter, had to help some early Christians – converted from the Jewish tradition – to “move beyond” their traditional religious barriers, to make their paradigm shift, for the love of the gentiles, who have turned to God.  And this helped to widen the horizon of the newly born Church to the entire humanity.
3)
-
In today’s gospel we see the encounter between Jesus and the Syro-Phoenician woman, which further enlightens the idea of “moving beyond”.
-
Jesus was “moving beyond”, in setting out for the territory of Tyre.

-
This woman was a gentile by birth – not a Jew – she had no business dealing with Jesus, a Jewish Rabbi.
-
She had to cross the sociocultural and religious barriers – with all her courage – to come to meet Jesus, and to beg Him to drive the devil, the unclean spirit, out of her daughter.

-
Jesus strongly tested her faith, saying : “the children should be fed first, it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to little dogs”.

-
Her answer : “Ah yes, sir, but little dogs under the table, eat the scraps from the children”, showed Jesus that her faith “went beyond” all barriers, and leads her to enter into the Kingdom of God.

-
Because of her faith, when she went home, the child was lying on the bed, and the devil gone.

4)
-
Dear sisters in Christ,

“to move beyond” is not an easy task.  One needs to live a life truly consecrated to God, and then ready to completely deny one’s self – to pass through suffering.

-
To be capable of doing so, we need a spi-rituality. “Jesus Crucified and Forsaken” can give us a hand to go forward.

-
In the face of such a great mystery of problems, difficulties and suffering, one feels lost, disoriented.

-
In the Bible, there is an apex of suffering expressed with a “why” cried out to heaven.  When Jesus cried out : “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Mt. 27:46).

-
In that moment, Christ experienced the whole gamut of devastating suffering :
anguished fear, the betrayal and aban-donment of his friends, an unjust and arranged trial, torture, humiliation, con-demnation and crucifixion, the capital punishment reserved for slaves.

Perhaps it is not possible for us to under-stand it today, in all its brutality, in its utter destruction of the person and his memory.

-
In the end, the unexpected cry that gives us a glimpse of the drama of the God-Man : “Why have you forsaken me?”.
It is the apex of his suffering, it is his interior passion, it is his darkest night.

He who had said : “The Father and I are one” lives the tragic experience of disunity, of separation from God.

All because, out of love for humankind, he took upon himself all the negative, all the sin of humanity.

-
In that abandonment, the final and greatest sign of his love, Christ reaches extreme self-annulment, and re-opens to human beings, the way to unity – with God and with one another.

In that “why”, which remained unanswered for him, every “why” finds an answer. 

-
Are not all those who suffer anguish, loneliness, failure and condemnation, similar to him?

Are not the divisions between family members, groups and nations images of him?

Can we not see Jesus forsaken in those who lose, so to speak, the “sense of God and his plan for man”, who no longer believe in love, and so accept just any substitute?

-
There is no human tragedy or failure in the life of a person that is not included in the “night” of the God-Man.

His death already paid for every-thing; he signed, as it were, a blank cheque capable of containing the suffering and sin of humanity – past, present and future.

-
In that tremendous experience, almost like a divine grain of wheat that rots and dies in order to give new life, he also reveals to us the truth of the greatest love : to be capable of giving all of oneself, to make oneself nothing – out of love for others.

“The sign of God who annuls himself,” writes von Balthasar, “by becoming man and dying in the most total abandon-ment, explains why God accepted (…) all this: it was in harmony with his nature to show himself as love without measure.”
-
Through that emptiness, that nothing-ness, grace and life began to flow again from God to man. Christ restored unity between God and creation.  He recomposed the design, he brought about new men and women and therefore, also new societies.
-
The great event of the suffering and abandonment of the God-Man, therefore becomes the reference point and secret source, capable of transforming death into resurrection, limitations into opportunities of love, societal crises into moments of growth.  How?.
-
If we look at suffering solely from a human point of view, there are two possibilities :
Either we find ourselves in a dead-end analysis, because suffering and love are unavoidable, they are a part of the mystery of human life;
Or we seek to remove that uncomfortable obstacle by escaping in other directions.

-
But if we believe that God has a plan of love for our life, and if – strengthened by this faith – we discern in the small and big daily sufferings, ours and those of others, a reflection of the suffering of Christ crucified and forsaken, a parti-cipation in the suffering that redeemed the world, it is possible to understand the meaning and perspective even of the most absurd situations. 

-
In the presence of any suffering, big or small, in the presence of contradictions and insoluble problems, let us try to enter within ourselves, and come face to face with absurdity, injustice, innocent suffering, humiliation, alienation, desperation…

We will recognize in these, one of the many faces of Jesus, the Man of suffering.

-
It is the encounter with him, the ‘divine Person’ who made himself an individual without relationships, with him, the God of our times, who transforms nothingness into being, suffering into love.

Our “yes”, our love for and acceptance of him, will begin to break down the various expressions of our individualism, and make us new men and women, capable of healing and revitalizing – through love – the most desperate situations, and to move beyond. 

-
At times, separations are recomposed and problems are solved;
Other times no – the outward situations remain as they are – but the suffering is illuminated, the anguish is comforted, the fracture overcome;
At times, the physical or spiritual suffering endures, but it acquires a meaning – by uniting it to the “passion” of Christ – who continues to redeem and to save men and women and all humanity. The yoke becomes light.
-
I think that Christian families, religious, and parish communities, can quench at this spring, all their thirst for authenticity, for constant and unreserved communion, for transcendent, lasting, ever new values.

Also because through this, God himself can become present in their home, com-munity and parish, and share his own life with them :
“For where two or three are gathered together in my name,” (which means in my love), said Jesus, “there am I in the midst of them” (Mt. 18:30).

This becoming the dwelling place of God’s presence is a splendid possibility offered also to families, religious and parish communities.
-
And thanks to God, these things are not just dreams, but are daily experiences of many Christians, religious and parish communities who, through the inclined plane of the God-Man’s abandonment, have turned the depths of their suffering into new life.  They really move beyond.
-
As Pope Benedict XVI writes in Deus Caritas Est : “Being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, Jesus, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction.”
-
This is the challenge : to be Christians! Religious and priests included.  We have to go back then, and to safeguard and renew, this personal experience of the love of God, in our personal lives and in the life of our religious and parish communities.
It calls us to transform everything we encounter, into love, and “move beyond”, proclaim it to one and all!  I would like to end my homily today with a story to help all of us to “move beyond” all limits.
-Jay Kesler, a writer tells how one night he was on a plane descending into an airport in India.

-
As the plane touched down, he noticed the bodies of sleeping people lining both sides of the runway.    When Jay asked about this, someone told him these were homeless people.

-
The person explained that during the day, the runway soaked up heat.

-
Then at night it acted as a warm radiator to protect the people from the cold.

-
After Jay deplaned and picked up his baggage, he took a bus to a nearby city. The bus arrived after midnight.  As Jay walked down the deserted street to his hotel, he saw poverty all around him.

-
Then suddenly he heard a strange sound : thump scrape, thump scrape, thump scrape.
-
He turned and saw a boy whose legs were cut off almost to his body.

-
The boy was propelling himself along with two tiny crutches.

-
When the boy reached Jay, he held out his hand.
-
Jay gave him all the loose change he had.  Then Jay continued on to his hotel.

-
Jay hadn’t taken ten steps when he heard another strange sound.
-
He turned around and saw several beggars hitting the boy with his own crutches.
-
They were trying to force the boy to give them his coins.

-
Jay said he didn’t sleep that night.

-
One day a middle-aged woman came into the midst of this same poverty and cruelty.
-
She saw the tragic situation and said to herself, “Something’s got to be done”.
-
She took all the money she had and rented an old building with a dirt floor.
-
The building wasn’t much, but it would do.

-
The next day the woman went around the neighborhood and offered to teach the children.

-
She used the old building as her schoolroom.  She had no desks, no chairs, no tables.
-
Her chalkboard was the dirt floor.  She rubbed it smooth with an old rag and wrote on it with a stick.

-
That was the way the woman fought back against the poverty and cruelty around her.
-
It was a pathetic response, but it was the best she could do.

-
Whatever happened to that woman and her undertaking?

-
Today she has 80 fully equipped schools,
-
300 modern mobile dispensaries,
-
70 leprosy clinics,
-
30 homes for the dying,
-
30 homes for abandoned children,
-
and 40,000 volunteers, worldwide, helping her.

-
The woman, of course, is Mother Teresa.

-
I can’t think of a better story to illustrate the point of today’s Gospel.

-
Jay Kesler gave all he had in his pocket.

-
Mother Teresa did the same and even more, she “moved beyond” all of her life and her belief in the love of God.

-
And this is to help all of us to live our lives not only doing social works, not only even in the faith of God’s existence,
-
but “move beyond”, believing also in His Divine love and Providence, for all His Mission, given us to do.
Amen.
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